Elastolytic activity of MAP1, a protease from Myxococcus xanthus.
MAP1, a protease isolated from Myxococcus xanthus, is demonstrated to be an elastase. Although its elastolytic activity is lower than that of other well-known elastases, the size distribution of solubilized elastin peptides is similar. MAP1 as pancreatic elastase releases peptides with molecular weights higher than 10,000. However, the specificity of MAP1 is different since this enzyme cannot hydrolyze alanine oligomers as do pancreatic and Pseudomonas aeruginosa elastases.